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Collingwood was a famous historian and archaeologist in England. In the early 
20th century his ideas were at the forefront of historical philosophy, meanwhile his 
ideologies represent the achievement of the era. By opposing positivism, 
Collingwood distinguished the differences between science and history. By 
criticizing the false history called scissors and paste history, he summarized that 
historical events were the product of human thought. The thought under historical 
events consisted of true history. All history was the history of thought. Therefore, the 
task of historians was to find thought. In order to understand historical events, 
historical figures and their activities, firstly we must understand the person's thought, 
and the approach to understand history was to re-act ancient’s thought in your mind. 
This activity was not simply copying the predecessors’ ideas, not either wild guess. It 
was based on historical evidence, completed by the historians’ imagination, selection, 
construction and criticism. So the theory of re-enactment occupied an important 
place in Collingwood’s philosophy. To understand his philosophy of history we 
should analyze this theory deeply.  
Collingwood’s theory of re-enactment had its positive significance and 
rationality. It was a valuable criticism to the old history. The theory was not simply 
repeating the predecessors' theory. Collingwood did not except the historians’ 
thought and the ancient's thought which can overlap unconditionally. He keenly 
noticed the role of historians. This theory was a significant achievement in 
emphasizing the role of historians, it also played an important part in promoting the 
development of history. However, the thought received higher criticism. Critics 
criticized the theory from its content, feasibility and the lack of scientific nature. 
They pointed out the imperfect in Collingwood’s theory, they also noted the 
ambiguities in his theory. This article tried to analyze Collingwood’s theory of 















Collingwood’s philosophy of history. 
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